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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
I cannot, with the width and breadth afforded to me by the English language, 
put into words my sheer loathing for 
Apple’s dongle obsession. 
I’ve always been a bit of a traditionalist 
when it comes to technology. I stubbornly 
held on to my flip phone for as long as I 
could (remember when you could drop 
your phone, watch it break into three 
pieces, and carefully put it back into 
working order again?), which as it turns out 
was not very long (probably because I kept 
dropping it). When everyone else moved 
on to touchscreens, I stubbornly kept to 
phones with buttons until the only option 
left to me were Blackberries—and yes, I 
owned a Blackberry for a while. I refused to 
upgrade my phone to a data plan until 2016. 
I can say with begrudging acceptance now 
that every step I took into the technological 
present was if not completely beneficial, 
at least not directly harmful. In seeing the 
patterns here I recognize that I could be 
wrong about the dongles. There’s a chance 
I could learn to appreciate the dongles one 
day. 
But throwing that due diligence and 
self-awareness out the window, I don’t think 
I’m wrong about the dongles.
When I first heard that new Apple 
phones no longer had earphone jacks 
I actually thought it was a joke. When 
I realized it was not a joke, I became 
(admittedly) irrationally angry for someone 
who never plans to own an iPhone. There’s 
streamlining, and then there’s removing 
basic functionality to make people buy your 
shitty, outrageously expensive, easy-to-lose 
“AirPods” (even the name sounds like a 
parody of Apple products). 
But hey, I don’t own an iPhone. This 
problem doesn’t affect me… or so I thought.
Over the summer I was immensely 
fortunate to inherit an almost-new 
MacBook Pro from my parents who were 
upgrading their computer set-up at the 
time, and don’t get me wrong—I’m still 
over the moon. I’m typing this up on it 
right now, and I rely on it for everything 
from schoolwork to Other Press work to 
composing to Friday night D&D sessions 
over Discord. 
It has, thank God, an earphone jack. 
What it does not have is literally every 
other port necessary for a functioning 
computer. Instead, if I want to do 
something silly like plug in a USB (or my 
phone, or a keyboard, or a hard drive), 
I have to track down my two-inch long 
dongle to do so, adding an extra step to a 
process that was streamlined to perfection 
back when computers stopped taking up 
entire buildings. 
Why am I using my precious time and 
space in this Lettitor to complain about 
dongles? Especially since I’m complaining 
about an incredibly useful and terrifyingly 
expensive tool passed along to me by 
caring, generous, loving people, like an 
asshole.
Well, in the grand scheme of things, 
the dongle problem doesn’t matter. Apple’s 
forced obsolescence policy and dedication 
to piling landfills full of expensive trash 
does, but that’s a whole other rant. The 
dongle problem is the equivalent of “old 
man yells at cloud” for me. It fills me with 
a fiery burning rage that I’m happy to spill 
all over anyone standing too close to me, 
especially anyone defending AirPods. But it 
doesn’t matter.
Sometimes, I think, it’s fine and fun to 
take a break and rant about things that do 
not matter.
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Katie Czenczek
News Editor
It turns out even Douglas College has been hit by the effects of the Enbridge 
pipeline explosion. 
Days after the BC government 
announced their plans to build a $40 
billion LNG natural gas pipeline, BC’s 
current natural gas supply was disrupted 
by a massive explosion on October 9. In 
the days following the explosion, about 
100 residents of the Lheidli T’enneh First 
Nation living near the pipeline were asked 
to evacuate, but have now been allowed 
back into their homes. The explosion 
occurred merely two kilometres away from 
the reserve.
North of Prince George, Enbridge’s 
natural gas line and primary supplier to 
FortisBC was heavily damaged. There 
is however still a 30-inch pipeline that 
continues to be in use, though it is only at 
80 percent capacity compared to its normal 
operation. 
Douglas College itself will be reducing 
its gas intake, meaning that it will be wise 
to bundle up in classes as the weather 
gets colder. Regan Lal, communications 
manager for Douglas College, sent Douglas 
College’s statement to the Other Press 
about how this will affect the college’s 
campuses. 
“To help conserve gas reserves for 
essential services, Douglas College will 
be turning off heating systems at our 
main campuses,” the statement read. Lal 
highlighted in the email that students 
were sent this information via the Douglas 
College email server. 
The college’s statement also wrote 
that, “Fortis has not provided a timeline for 
when normal service will resume.” 
FortisBC has recommended ways 
to avoid turning up the thermostat. On 
their website they have asked people, 
where possible, to keep thermostats at 
a maximum temperature of 20°C. Other 
recommendations to reduce heat use 
include wearing sweaters, heating only the 
rooms a person is in, having colder, shorter 
showers, and washing laundry in cold 
water.
According to a press release sent out 
by FortisBC, the company will be receiving 
“about only 40 [percent] of our normal 
supply” for Vancouverites to use to heat 
their houses. This could pose a major 
problem especially for those up north as we 
approach the winter season. Quesnel and 
other cities throughout the province have 
already begun to hit negative temperatures. 
The impacts of the pipeline are also 
reflected in soaring gas prices, so it may 
also be wise to transit rather than drive to 
classes. On October 13, gas prices increased 
to 163.9 cents per litre in Metro Vancouver, 
which is the region’s highest price to date. 
Douglas College turns down the heat
 › How the Enbridge pipeline explosion affects students
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Tania Arora
Staff Reporter
October 17 was the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. 
This year marked the 25th anniversary 
of this day’s designation in 1992. The theme 
was set by United Nations as “Coming 
together with those furthest behind to 
build an inclusive world of universal 
respect for human rights and dignity.”
In the month of October before 
International Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty, the provincial government tabled 
the Poverty Reduction Strategy Act. After 
years of waiting, this is the first official 
strategy aimed at tackling poverty by the 
BC government.
According to the report released 
by the Legislative Assembly of British 
Columbia , the initiatives of the act must 
aim to reduce the overall poverty rate 
by 25 percent and the child poverty rate 
by 50 percent within a period of 5 years 
starting January 1, 2019. Certain provisions 
will be available to low-income British 
Columbians, Indigenous people, and 
other intersections of marginalization. 
The Government of Canada as well as 
Indigenous and local governments will be 
supporting the initiatives of the act. An 
annual report will be made containing 
the plans, execution strategy, effects, and 
progress to monitor the implementation 
of the Poverty Reduction Strategy. 
Canadian citizens will have the right to 
see the report, as it will be accessible to 
the public. The government will also have 
an advisory panel, at least half of which 
will be women and people from each and 
every community. Initiatives related to 
the strategy will be carried out only after 
consultations with the panel.
Trish Garner, Community Organizer 
for the BC Poverty Reduction Coalition 
(BCPRC), said in a press release that the act 
was a good first step towards addressing 
poverty in BC, but could be better.
“The legislation is the foundation 
of a poverty reduction strategy,” said 
Garner. “While this Act hits many 
accountability measures, there are gaps. 
We hope these gaps can be filled through 
a bold and comprehensive poverty 
reduction plan, and we encourage the 
general public to continue to advocate to 
the government as they develop the plan to 
be launched next year.”
The BCPRC press release also stated 
that if the proposed act were to succeed, it 
would change the lives of 140,000 British 
Columbians currently living in poverty. 
Of these 140,000 people, 49,500 would be 
children. 
Poverty isn’t just a small issue which 
exists in itself—it branches out to affect 
many other aspects of life. It leads to 
myriad world problems which won’t be 
solved in a fraction of a second. Years and 
years of planning, execution, and work are 
needed to lessen the impact of the issues 
or eradicate them entirely. This Poverty 
Reduction Strategy Act was put forward by 
the government but there are many other 
tools which citizens can use to overcome 
these issues. Sponsoring children, projects, 
communities, and making donations are 
few examples. One single step can make a 
huge difference. 
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty
 › BC’s plans to tackle poverty 
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Katie Czenczek
News Editor
On October 17, DSU women’s representative Aahelee 
Bandyopadhyay hosted a coffee house chat 
at the Coquitlam campus. 
The chat, titled Women in Politics: 
Intersectional Representation, aimed to 
provide a forum for students to come by 
and share their opinions on women in 
the political sphere. From 2:30 to 4 pm, 
students could eat refreshments provided 
by the DSU and watch a TV set up to 
show perspectives from women who are 
currently in politics. Two people showed 
up to the event, neither of whom were 
students from Douglas College. The coffee 
house chat was held in room A1190.
Bandyopadhyay said in an interview 
with the Other Press that is has been 
challenging to encourage people to come to 
coffee house events. 
“It’s really hard to get people involved 
in these events because it’s not easy to get 
students talking about whether abortions 
should be legal,” she said. 
Those who did attend discussed 
the role of women in politics and how it 
dramatically differs depending on which 
country is being looked at. There was 
an emphasis on intersectionality: The 
idea that gender, race, ethnicity, religion, 
wealth, and sexuality all interact with one 
another to impact a person’s experiences in 
the world. One of the attendees, who asked 
to not be named, said that in her own 
experience in Canadian politics, women 
were often expected to take on government 
positions that only discuss family or 
women’s matters. 
“It’s rare to see a woman in a 
government who isn’t working for the 
Ministry of Women’s Affairs [sic] ,” she 
said.
Canadian politics were then compared 
to Japan and the UK, where female roles 
in government appear to be shifting. 
According to one of the videos shown at 
the event, “How to succeed as a woman in 
politics” from The Economist, in the 1990s 
only six percent of elected officials in the 
United Kingdom were female. Today, these 
numbers have risen to approximately 30 
percent. The video states that globally, 22 
percent of all elected officials are women.   
Bandyopadhyay said 
that she thinks it’s important 
to look at the issue of 
women in politics more 
broadly than just focusing 
on Western countries.
“It’s a very controversial 
topic, and I’ve said before, 
it’s different in different 
countries,” she said. “We 
can’t generalize the entire 
situation globally. For 
example, a tiny country like 
Bangladesh has its female 
president, whereas in 
Canada and the US you still 
have that male dominance in the political 
arena.”
Rwanda is the leading nation for 
female involvement in politics, with 
64 percent of politicians being female. 
Following behind it were the countries 
Bolivia, Cuba, Seychelles, and Sweden, 
according to NPR.
Other topics that were discussed 
included the idea of tokenism in politics, 
which is where Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s name was thrown around. It was 
not too long ago that Justin Trudeau gave 
his famous “it’s 2015” retort to the reporter 
who asked why he chose to have a gender-
balanced cabinet. In 2015, his office was the 
first in Canada to ever have a 50-50 women 
to men ratio in office—and that does not 
even include those who are nonbinary. 
Bandyopadhyay also said that the DSU 
will be hosting future events like these 
for any students interested. There will be 
one centred around reproductive rights 
and another focused on the history of 
transnational feminism.
Women in Politics: Intersectional 
Representation
 › DSU hosts coffee house chat
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Balancing Act event recap
 › Urban Challenges Forum returns to Douglas College
Naomi Ambrose & Tania Arora
Staff Writer, Staff Reporter
During her welcoming remarks Shaun Tyakoff, the Associate Dean of the 
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 
at Douglas College, said that the Balancing 
Act: Revitalization with gentrification 
event was the first in a series of Urban 
Challenges Forums this year.  The event 
aimed to discuss the unique challenges 
New Westminster faces when it comes 
to urbanization. Students had the 
opportunity to come out and learn that 
city dwellers aren’t supposed to be crushed 
for money. Rather, they are essential for 
monetary growth.
Apart from introducing the guest 
speakers, Michael McPhee, the moderator 
at the Balancing Act event, further 
elaborated on the purpose and format 
of the event. The two guest speakers, Dr. 
Tiffany Muller Myrdahl and John Stark, 
addressed the audience for 10 minutes. At 
the end of their presentations, the audience 
had opportunities to ask them questions.  
In her presentation, Dr. Myrdahl, 
a senior lecturer in the Department of 
Gender, Sexuality and Women’s Studies 
and the Urban Studies Program at Simon 
Fraser University, referred to empirical 
research that focused on the dynamics 
and challenges of gentrification and 
revitalization. The empirical research 
included the Carnegie Community Action 
Project (CCAP). The project focuses 
on housing and land issues that affect 
residents in the Downtown Vancouver area. 
Dr. Myrdahl also referred to a 
“Hot Pink Paper” pamphlet that was 
developed by the international society 
Women Transforming Cities and some 
other organizations that address issues 
faced by women and girls. The Hot Pink 
Paper pamphlet is also a 2018 municipal 
campaign that asked the 2018 municipal 
candidates to address housing and social 
issues that affect women and girls. 
In addition to discussing empirical 
research, Dr. Myrdahl’s presentation 
consisted of four key questions. The first 
question focused on how regulation 
prevents displacement. The second 
question dealt with the practice of “social 
mix” policies. The third question focused 
on the view that urban redevelopment 
is about people and services. Finally, the 
fourth question was an exploration about 
who benefits from a “balanced” approach.
Half of the world’s population dwells 
in cities. The rest of the world is on its 
way to becoming urbanized. According 
to The Canadian Encyclopedia, 45 percent 
of Canadians lived in an urban area (a 
community with at least 1,000 residents) in 
1911; by 2011, the percentage had grown to 
81. The Encyclopedia states that “According 
to the 2014 United Nations report on 
global urbanization, Canada ranks 40th 
in the world. It is more urbanized than 
the United States, Norway, France and 
Germany, but less so than countries such 
as Japan, Belgium, Australia, Israel, the 
United Kingdom and Argentina.”
In his presentation, John Stark, a 
senior social planner in the City of New 
Westminster, shared insights about the 
social issues and challenges that the City of 
New Westminster encountered during the 
city’s revitalization efforts. Stark indicated 
that homelessness was one of the main 
social issues. 
Stark also referred to several 
initiatives taken by the City of New 
Westminster to address the gentrification 
and revitalization challenges. One of the 
solutions involved the construction of 
Qayqayt Elementary School at 85 Merivale 
Street, New Westminster. Another 
initiative involved the development of 66 
units of non-market housing for retired 
artists. The units will be located near the 
Anvil Centre. 
The United Nations’ report titled 
World Urbanization Prospects: The 2018 
Revision said, “As the world continues 
to urbanize, sustainable development 
depends increasingly on the successful 
management of urban growth, especially 
in low-income and lower-middle-
income countries where the most rapid 
urbanization is expected between now 
and 2050.” The report stated that policies 
must address both urban and rural 
issues, strengthening the connections 
and integration between urban and rural 
dwellers to improve the lives of all.
At the Balancing Act event, the 
audience’s questions addressed a range of 
topics and themes including gentrification, 
revitalization, urban planning, and 
geography. These topics and themes 
involved analyzing the role of gender, the 
challenges encountered by persons with 
disabilities, the challenges of maintaining 
and adapting a sense of place, and the role 
of the provincial and federal government 
in the implementation of initiatives and 
solutions.
Towards the end of the event, Tyakoff 
also provided details about how to engage 
in further dialogue about the issues 
around urban development—the next 
Urban Challenges Forum will be held on 
November 21. 
issue 8// vol 45 news // no. 5
Municipal election results, 
New West and Coquitlam
 › Many familiar faces returning to their positions
Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
The municipal election yielded very little in the way of significant changes for 
the city councils of New Westminster and 
Coquitlam. 
In New West, Jonathan Cote was re-
elected mayor by a wide margin, gaining 
just under 73 percent of the total mayoral 
votes. He was joined by fellow incumbents 
to the position of city councillor Patrick 
Johnstone, Mary Trentadue, Jaimie 
McEvoy, and Chuck Puchmayr. Nadine 
Nakagawa and Chinu Das are newcomers 
to the Council; notably, Nakagawa was the 
highest-voted candidate. 
In Coquitlam, Richard Stewart was 
re-elected mayor with nearly 70 percent 
of the vote. Incumbents Craig Hodge, 
Chris Wilson, Teri Towner, Bonita Zarrillo, 
Brent Asmundson, and Dennis Marsden 
returned to the council, leaving two spots 
open for newcomers Trish Mandewo and 
Steve Kim.
There was a bit of a shake-up in 
terms of school board positions, especially 
in New Westminster. In New West, 
candidates Anita Ansari, Dee Beattie, 
Gurveen Dhaliwal, Mark Gifford, Danielle 
Connelly, and incumbent Mary Lalji were 
elected to the school board. Connelly was 
the only member of the New Westminster 
Progressives’ slate elected to office. 
In the Tri-Cities, the school board saw 
a few new faces: Jennifer Blather and Craig 
Woods in Coquitlam, Christine Pollock in 
Port Coquitlam. Incumbent trustees Carol 
Cahoon, Barb Hobson, Keith Watkins, Lisa 
Park, and Michael Thomas returned to the 
SD43 board of education. 
According to the Vancouver Sun, 
anti-SOGI school board candidates were 
largely disregarded by Lower Mainland 
voters, with only a quarter of them elected 
to office. 
“Candidates in Surrey, Delta, New 
Westminster, North Vancouver and 
Coquitlam who had been recommended 
[for anti-SOGI voters] by bcsogi.ca all lost,” 
the Vancouver Sun reported.
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New Westminster
Office of Mayor
1 Jonathan X. COTE 10487 votes 72.99%
Office of Councillor
1 Nadine NAKAGAWA 7764 votes 10.84%
2 Patrick JOHNSTONE 7270 votes 10.15%
3 Mary TRENTADUE 7202 votes 10.05%
4 Jaimie McEVOY 6799 votes 9.49%
5 Chinu DAS 6716 votes 9.38%
6 Chuck PUCHMAYR 6595 votes 9.21%
Office of School Trustee
1 Anita ANSARI 6843 votes 9.46%
2 Dee BEATTIE 6511 votes 9.00%
3 Gurveen DHALIWAL 6230 votes 8.61%
4 Mark GIFFORD 6186 votes 8.55%
5 Maya RUSSELL 5694 votes 7.87%
6 Danielle CONNELLY 5626 votes 7.78%
7 Mary LALJI 4908 votes 6.79%
Coquitlam
Office of Mayor
1 Richard STEWART 16462 votes 69.56%
Office of Councillor
1 Craig HODGE 14380 votes 9.55%
2 Chris WILSON 14315 votes 9.51%
3 Teri TOWNER 12427 votes 8.25%
4 Bonita ZARRILLO 12251 votes 8.14%
5 Brent ASMUNDSON 10652 votes 7.08%
6 Dennis MARSDEN 10609 votes 7.05%
7 Trish MANDEWO 8645 votes 5.74%
8 Steve KIM 8516 votes 5.66%
Office of School Trustee
1 Carol CAHOON 12874 votes 17.83%
2 Jennifer BLATHERWICK 12066 votes 16.71%
3 Craig WOODS 11196 votes 15.50%
4 Barb HOBSON 9957 votes 13.79%
2018 Unofficial Election Results
Arts
Have an idea for a story?
 arts@theotherpress.ca
Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
For fans of Joss Whedon, clever musicals, and ludicrous yet sentimental 
superhero/supervillain stories, Dr. 
Horrible’s Sing-Along Blog has everything 
you could want.
If you’ve never heard of this musical 
web series and cult classic—now is the 
perfect time to check it out. This year is 
the 10th anniversary of Dr. Horrible, which 
first aired online in July 2008 and was 
released on DVD in December of that year. 
Or perhaps the musical will pique your 
interest now because one of its stars, Felicia 
Day, was at the recent Fan Expo Vancouver. 
Or perhaps you’re in need of a Halloween 
costume, in which case the getups of these 
characters are simple yet distinctive and 
effective. Or you should watch it simply 
because it’s a hilarious, poignant, and 
excellently written piece of media.
Dr. Horrible was born out the Writers 
Guild of America strike between 2007 
and 2008. The miniseries was created and 
self-funded by Joss Whedon and his family 
to demonstrate that a low-budget yet high-
quality production could be made while 
much of the entertainment world was on 
hiatus. 
As Whedon wrote in a comment on 
fansite Whedonesque shortly before the 
series’ release, “The idea was to make it 
on the fly, on the cheap, but to make it. To 
turn out a really thrilling, professionalish 
piece of entertainment specifically for the 
internet. To show how much could be done 
with very little.” The result: This three-act, 
42-minute-long work with a budget of 
about $200,000 and an excess of hilarious, 
emotional, musical awesomeness.
Dr. Horrible stars Neil Patrick Harris 
as mad scientist supervillain wannabe 
Dr. Horrible, AKA hapless loser Billy.  
Nathan Fillion stars as his archenemy, the 
absurdly machismo Captain Hammer, and 
Felicia Day plays Penny, their shared love 
interest. When not vlogging about his evil 
schemes, Billy tries his awkward best to 
win over Penny’s heart of gold. Meanwhile, 
as Dr. Horrible he strives to commit an 
act nefarious enough to gain acceptance 
into the prestigious Evil League of Evil, 
led by Bad Horse (who is a literal horse). 
Musical numbers and other scenes are 
also interspersed with Horrible’s video 
blog entries, where he details to his online 
followers his supervillain schemes and his 
rivalry with Captain Hammer.
If the cast and premise don’t have you 
sold already, the songs should win you over. 
Every one of the tracks, written by Whedon 
and family, is super catchy and sing-
along-able. They’re all superbly written, 
balancing over-the-top silliness with 
genuine emotional depth. My favourite 
song is probably “My Eyes,” a soulful and 
beautifully harmonized duet from Horrible 
and Penny. However, from the almost-
sappy and cheerfully homicidal “Freeze 
Ray,” to the exuberant mariachi tune “Bad 
Horse,” to the chillingly melodramatic 
“Slipping,” the whole soundtrack abounds 
with wittiness and musical excellence. 
The entire musical manages to be 
unexpectedly profound and character-
driven, topped with the perfect amount of 
self-aware superhero cheesiness. Horrible’s 
motives for villainy are compellingly 
utilitarian—he seeks power to change and 
overthrow what he views as an irreparably 
corrupt, apathetic societal system. His 
internal struggles between trying to woo 
Penny and trying to prove his badness to 
the Evil League of Evil are frustratingly 
sympathetic. Horrible’s rival Captain 
Hammer is an arrogant tool whose fanbase 
is almost as large as his fragile ego—yet 
he’s also admittedly charismatic in an 
insufferable, charming way. The characters 
are all strengthened by top-notch acting 
and singing.
Relatively short as it is, I highly 
recommend Dr. Horrible’s Sing-Along Blog 
for a watch and semi-regular re-watch. 
Rumours of a sequel have surfaced here 
and there over the years, with Whedon 
and the actors stating that they’d like to 
revisit the story. Sadly, since they’re all 
pretty big names in Hollywood, reuniting 
for another light-budget, made-for-internet 
show might be unfeasible. However, in a 
Dr. Horrible 10th anniversary panel at San 
Diego Comic-Con this July Whedon did 
announce an upcoming one-shot comic 
from Dark Horse Comics. The comic, 
titled Dr. Horrible, Best Friends Forever, is 
about the friendship between Horrible and 
Hammer and will be released on November 
14.
‘Dr. Horrible’: Still horribly brilliant
 › An ode to an awesome internet musical
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A Simple Favor is a whirlwind of a film. It alternates between thriller, mystery, 
romance, and comedy with deftness 
throughout, a balancing act that many 
others might struggle with. It’s directed by 
Paul Feig, who has become well-known for 
creating funny, dynamic films with female 
leads, and it’s not surprising to see him 
shine again here. 
The two lead actresses, Blake Lively 
and Anna Kendrick, are amazing in their 
roles. Lively plays Emily, a smart, stylish, 
sarcastic, and very private woman who 
keeps everyone at arm’s length. Kendrick 
is Stephanie, a bubbly, cute, overachieving 
woman who livestreams her own cooking 
and crafts show and never swears. The 
two meet because their sons are in the 
same class. They begin hanging out mostly 
because Emily is entertained by Stephanie’s 
naivety. The film is at its best during 
scenes between the two of them—Emily’s 
cold humour, sexuality, and cynicism and 
Stephanie’s desire to impress her create a 
very compelling dynamic.  
If you’ve seen any of the advertising 
for the film, this won’t spoil much: Emily 
goes missing. She asks Stephanie to watch 
her son one day and doesn’t come home. 
This is the main driving force of the plot 
as Stephanie goes into overdrive sleuthing, 
trying to discover what happened to her 
friend. A wrench is thrown into this by 
Sean (Henry Golding), Emily’s husband, 
who wants to help but is under a lot of 
suspicion as well. Golding is good in the 
film, but he is often overshadowed by the 
two lead women, whose personalities just 
happen to be a lot more interesting than 
Sean’s. 
 The mystery of Emily’s disappearance 
and all of the film’s twists and turns are 
incredibly engaging. It’s exciting watching 
Stephanie work to discover what happened. 
However, Emily is such a dynamic character 
that whenever she’s not on screen it feels 
like the film is missing something. This 
isn’t a fixable flaw without rewriting the 
central plot, but it is a huge compliment 
to Lively’s performance of the character. 
My only other complaint with the film has 
to do with the tone of its conclusion but 
giving away more than that would spoil the 
plot.
Overall, A Simple Favor is sexy, stylish, 
thrilling, and incredibly funny. The fashion 
within the film is at the forefront—every 
suit or dress that Emily dons is stunning 
and attention-grabbing. Its use of dark 
humour shines through as well, so any fans 
of a good dark comedy would be remiss to 
skip this. Even though it has a couple of 
small missteps, the engaging plot, beautiful 
visuals, and performances by the two leads 
are enough to make this a worthwhile 
watch for fans of any genre. 
Blake Lively and Anna Kendrick 
are a dynamic duo on screen
 › ‘A Simple Favor’ film review
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    
When I hear a low vocal fry talking about particularly creepy subjects, 
with the bonus of creepy background 
music and sound effects, the first thought 
that comes to mind is that I’m watching a 
documentary probably about a serial killer. 
In this case, I was watching the YouTube 
documentary The Mind of Jake Paul. It’s 
not about a serial killer, but the eight-part 
series still has many moments of skin-
crawling, disgust-inducing scenes.
The first few parts cover Shane 
Dawson’s understanding of what a 
sociopath is, gaining insight into who Paul 
is on social media, and understanding 
Paul’s family. As anyone—especially 
Sigmund Freud—would say, your 
childhood is a huge part of what makes you 
who you are today. As the series goes on, 
Dawson posits that Paul is not a sociopath, 
but that he thinks the father, Greg Paul, is 
one. 
It’s worth noting here—and has been 
noted by many critics of Dawson’s—that 
“sociopathy” is an informal term and not 
a diagnostic one. Dawson has also been 
criticized for his dark and horror movie-
styled framing of personality disorders. 
Responding to the criticism, part three 
includes a disclaimer reading, “This 
video contains discussion of personality 
disorders and is meant for entertainment 
purposes only. Please do not self diagnose 
or diagnose others.”
While Dawson tried appealing to the 
“haters” with the disclaimers, they weren’t 
working very well. Most of his fans wanted 
his content unfiltered, so in reply, Dawson 
tweeted, “You know what. Fuck it. For 
part 4, i’m going full tea. no censoring. no 
holding back. no worrying about pissed 
off people texting me. You guys wanted 
tea and I’m gonna bring the whole damn 
kettle. Grab on to your fuckin mops [sic].” 
Throughout the documentary, 
Dawson interviews Nick Crompton, an 
ex-business partner and ex-best friend 
of Paul’s. In the fourth part of the series, 
Crompton debunks the notion that Paul is 
a sociopath. Dawson later interviews Paul’s 
girlfriend, Erika Costell, who discusses her 
relationship with Paul along with other 
aspects around his personal life—including 
his brother Logan and his father. Costell 
discusses the negative effects that Paul’s 
father has on Paul and their business. 
We learn that Paul has feelings, too, and 
begrudgingly accept that Paul is possibly an 
okay guy.
 Paul has been involved in countless 
scandals—one of them being allegations of 
emotional abuse from Alissa Violet, his ex-
girlfriend. Violet tells her truth to Dawson 
in order to just put it out there and move 
on, which is something Dawson insistently 
advises her to do.
The finale is a whopping hour and 45 
minutes long, featuring a sit-down talk in 
a quiet room with just Dawson and Paul 
laying it all out on the table. Paul speaks 
his truth on all his scandals. We see Paul 
and Dawson trying very hard to keep from 
crying. Their voices shake as they have an 
emotional conversation about the traumas 
of their lives. A large issue for Paul is 
coping with the trauma of his ex-girlfriend 
Violet sleeping with his brother, Logan, 
behind Paul’s back while he, too, was in an 
on and off again relationship with Violet. 
The first three episodes are very 
overdramatic, topped off with horror 
movie music to add to the atmosphere. 
Many people don’t seem to understand why 
these parts were even in the documentary, 
considering Dawson’s conclusion that Paul 
is not a sociopath. However, I believe many 
people misinterpret what Dawson’s main 
point is. Dawson implies that while in his 
opinion Jake Paul may not be a sociopath, 
his brother might be. 
The Mind of Jake Paul suggests that 
Paul having “sociopaths” around him 
growing up means that he was always in 
a place where he had to act like them—
therefore mimicking their behaviour. The 
first three parts of the documentary were 
essential not because Dawson believes Jake 
Paul is a sociopath, but so we can use the 
framework and definitions given to us by 
Dawson to determine on our own that, hey, 
what if Logan and Greg Paul are the real 
sociopaths? Understanding this is a major 
stepping stone toward understanding the 
mind of Jake Paul as Dawson sees it.
The documentary is amazing, a solid 
5/5, and I highly recommend watching it 
(the nine hours go by fast, I promise). I 
do think content created with this much 
passion is rare to find. Content that makes 
you think so deeply about yourself and your 
perception of the world is always beneficial 
in learning and growing as a person. 
Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
After much anticipation, Super Mario Party for the Nintendo Switch was 
released on October 5. Super Mario Party’s 
release celebrates 20 years since 
Mario Party, the first of the now 
11 main instalments to the series, 
was released in 1998. Nintendo 
Switch gamers, myself included, 
have been eagerly awaiting the 
arrival of more Mario universe 
adventures. Considering the fact 
that I’ve already logged 15 hours of 
gameplay since the game’s release, 
I think it’s safe to say I’m a huge 
fan.
Upon loading the game, 
you’re greeted with classic Mario 
characters. Old favourites like 
Mario, Luigi, Toad, Princess 
Peach, and Yoshi are trying to 
figure out who the true Superstar 
is, and the “time-honoured 
tradition” of a party is suggested 
to determine the winner. Bowser 
and his clan show up, challenging 
Mario’s crew, setting up the 
competition and narrative. With 
that, you select your character—Koopa 
Troopa is my go-to pal—and enter the 
Party Plaza, where you’re able to choose 
your level of difficulty and style of game. 
If you’re playing against the computer, I’d 
recommend the “very hard” difficulty if you 
want any competition at all.
Party Mode, the classic game mode, 
returns with three boards to immediately 
choose from, as well as an unlockable 
fourth. While that isn’t a lot of options, 
the 80+ minigames keep each battle fresh 
and exciting. The release of Super Mario 
Party also saw some new game modes 
added—like River Survival, in which 
you work together with your team to 
race against the clock down a river while 
playing minigames along the way. There’s 
also Partner Party, a team edition of Party 
Mode, where you share dice rolls with your 
chosen partner and move freely around the 
board. My personal favourite is the Sound 
Stage, where you mirror movements shown 
on screen in time with the beat to earn 
coins. If you don’t feel like committing to 
a full game, you can just play a selection of 
minigames too. 
While I do enjoy the game, there 
are a few downsides worth mentioning. 
Players can only use separated Joy-Con 
controllers  to play the game, so your Pro 
and Wired Controllers will have to sit Super 
Mario Party out. The Joy-Con are required 
because the game relies quite heavily on 
motion controls. Fortunately, the motion 
controls really add to the game and aren’t 
gimmicky or unsatisfying. 
Another downside is that you can’t 
play Party Mode online, so you’re 
limited to either needing four 
Joy-Con, two Nintendo Switches, 
or having to play with computers 
offline. You can play minigames 
online, but that’s about it. A lot 
of people were looking forward 
to the possibility of playing the 
board game itself online, but 
it doesn’t look like that will be 
happening. These downsides can 
be disappointing, but they don’t 
totally detract from the game 
or ruin the experience. They’re 
minor inconveniences that can be 
worked around.
There’s a lot to do in Super 
Mario Party, some familiar and 
plenty new, which keeps you 
coming back. It’s hard to get 
bored when there are tons of 
options for deciding the kind 
of game experience you want to 
have. The graphics are clean and 
the music is upbeat, fun, and easy to get 
stuck in your head. The game is engaging 
and a complete, polished package. I think 
it’s safe to say that Super Mario Party is a 
great addition to the Nintendo Switch and 
the Mario universe.
Superstar of the Switch
 › ‘Super Mario Party’ video game review
Unpacking YouTuber Jake Paul’s trauma
 › ‘The Mind of Jake Paul’ by Shane Dawson review
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Ecstatic Waves presents A Musical Haunted House—a Halloween-themed 
concert perfect to set the mood for the 
spooky holiday. The show is a 30-minute 
mix of haunted house thrills and 
soundscapes created solely for this event by 
Ecstatic Waves, a community of local artists 
who write and perform new compositions 
for musical ensembles, dance, and other 
artistic mediums. Their Haunted House 
will be a themed adventure narrated by 
live music, turning Halloween into sound. 
It boasts landscapes of shadows, the 
supernatural, and objects coming alive. 
The Other Press conducted an 
interview with Douglas alumnus and 
Ecstatic Waves member Joel MacKenzie. 
He went more into detail about the group 
and this themed musical event. The group 
was officially started by Chris Blaber with 
just a few interested musicians with a 
passion for performing. It quickly gained 
momentum and became much bigger 
than initially expected, and the movement 
continues to grow rapidly. Ecstatic Waves 
holds shows regularly thxat showcase 
pieces written and performed by its 
members. 
The group has been planning the 
Musical Haunted House for months, 
especially focusing on perfecting it 
within the last two months. “We’ve been 
rehearsing and writing music together 
for over a year and a half, some of us 
much longer,” said MacKenzie. “The goal 
with this concert, as with all of ours, is to 
connect Lower Mainlanders to the new 
music and art music scene and show that it 
can be fun and even exhilarating.”
MacKenzie said that his favourite 
part of the show is what he has heard 
composed. “There are no jump scares, but 
spooky atmospheres […] drawing from the 
weather, to vaudeville, to current political 
climates,” he said, and that the “sounds are 
becoming unhuman, alien, and scary AF.”
Along with MacKenzie, several others 
from Ecstatic Waves are also Douglas 
alumni, including the director of the 
production. Regarding his time Douglas, 
MacKenzie said, “I studied English at 
Douglas, and wrote for the Other Press 
during my time!” He continued with 
English at SFU, graduating with a major in 
English and an extended minor in music 
composition. 
“Douglas was a fantastic place to 
learn. Not too big and intimidating like 
many schools, and with quality education. 
My philosophy, humanities, and English 
studies there formed my thinking into 
much of what it is today,” he said. 
Dates for the Musical Haunted 
House—located at 207 West Hastings, 
Vancouver, BC  —run from October 26 
through October 28 (Friday to Sunday), 
with 7, 8, and 9 pm shows. Ticket prices 
range from $15 for students, seniors, and 
those with low income, to $20 for general 
admission. 
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
    
Almost 50 years ago on July 20, 1969, the entire world watched on their 
television sets as history was being made 
when Apollo 11 landed on the moon for the 
first time. This was even a moment that 
caused CBS anchorman Walter Cronkite 
to cry. More history was made when Neil 
Armstrong walked on the moon’s surface 
and said the famous lines, “That’s one small 
step for man, one giant leap for mankind.” 
Since John F. Kennedy announced that the 
US was sending astronauts to the moon, 
the entire journey to that point included 
a lot of challenges and risks. We get to 
experience these struggles thanks to the 
film First Man and its unlikely director, 
Damien Chazelle. He is the same person 
who made musical films like Whiplash and 
La La Land.
First Man begins with Neil 
Armstrong’s daughter, Karen, passing away 
from brain cancer. This impacts Armstrong 
(Ryan Gosling) when he joins the Gemini 
Program to develop technology, which is 
used to send astronauts to the moon to 
beat the Soviet Union in a race to get there 
first. While they do make progress, it has a 
lot of casualties. In the first mission in the 
Apollo program one of Armstrong’s closest 
friends, Ed White (Jason Clarke), and two 
other astronauts are burned in a fire during 
pre-flight testing. This worries Armstrong’s 
wife, Janet (Claire Foy), who believes her 
husband will not survive the mission. Many 
people protest that the mission is a waste 
of money during an important moment 
in American history. However, everyone 
changes their mind when the first images 
of Armstrong walking on the moon are 
shown to the world.
The movie was shot on film to reflect 
the era in which it takes place. There are 
a lot of handheld camera movements 
that make it feel like you are part of the 
mission, especially if you watch the film 
in IMAX. During the scenes when they 
test the capsules, the sound system is very 
loud, and the heavy shaking might cause 
you to be as dizzy as the astronauts. The 
score of the film by is Chazelle’s frequent 
collaborator, Justin Hurwitz, and makes me 
think of Hurwitz doing his take on scores 
by Hans Zimmer. Hurtwitz’s touches in 
his scores remind me of the score in La La 
Land. Also, the film shows the characters 
liking songs in musicals which were very 
big in the 1960s.
The scene when the crew lands on the 
moon is as epic as every other grand scene 
in space films. The only scene in the movie 
that was filmed in IMAX, where Armstrong 
walks on the moon, allows you to explore 
the atmosphere with the same timing as it 
was happening. The film also addresses the 
US government’s privacy in not telling the 
public details of a situation, which was also 
a topic in last year’s film The Post. 
You will love the movie if you are a 
fan of Ryan Gosling. Corey Stoll’s portrayal 
of Buzz Aldrin—the second person who 
walked on the moon—shows that he was 
very excited about the mission.
Getting to a historic moment must 
include many failures on the ground 
before it succeeds, as Armstrong’s mission 
demonstrates. 
A spooky concert fit for Halloween
One small step for man…
 › ‘A Musical Haunted House’ by Ecstatic Waves
 › ‘First Man’ film review
‘F
ir
st
 M
an
’ p
ro
m
o
ti
o
n
al
 im
ag
e
Ph
o
to
 v
ia
 E
cs
ta
ti
c 
W
av
es
 o
n
 F
ac
eb
o
o
k
Life & StyLe
Have an idea for a story?
 lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
life & style // no. 9
Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
I think I speak for a lot of people when I say that autumn is my favourite season. This is for a lot 
of reasons: It’s crisp, pretty, and you can wear 
some cute outfits without freezing or sweating 
profusely. The one thing that detracts from my 
love of autumn is how my skin changes with the 
season. As if protesting the drop in temperature, 
my skin stamps its foot down and decides to dry 
up, leaving me constantly double-checking my 
reflection to see if it looks like I’m moulting. 
Fighting dry skin is tough and doing it on 
a budget is even tougher. I’ve devised a solid 
step-by-step skincare routine for anyone who 
also suffers from dry skin but doesn’t want to 
break the bank or spend an overwhelming 
amount of time in Sephora trying to 
decipher one product from the next. 
Face wash
When choosing a face wash, it’s 
important to find something that 
will actually combat the issue you’re 
struggling with. It’s great to have good 
treatments and secondary products 
but when cleansing, you want to make 
sure you aren’t aggravating your skin 
and therefore making it harder to see 
and feel results.
CeraVe Hydrating Cleanser is 
my go-to face wash. You can find 
it at most drugstores for $16. It’s a 
great unscented, no fuss, cream 
cleanser loaded with ceramides 
and hyaluronic acid, both of 
which are major moisturizers 
for the skin. However, they 
can prove aggravating if your 
skin is really sensitive. I use it 
both at morning and at night 
and it leaves my face feeling 
clean, but not stripped.
Pre-moisturizer
There are plenty of great 
toners out there, but the 
game changer for me was 
Avène Thermal Spring 
Water. It’s available at 
any drugstore with 
a dermatological 
skincare section. You 
can get a 300ml can 
for $22 and trust me, 
it’s worth it. 
 
After cleansing, 
you spray a layer of 
fine mist on your 
skin and let it dry. 
It’s soothing, makes 
your skin incredibly 
soft, and improves 
the efficacy of your 
moisturizer when you 
apply it right after using 
the thermal spring water, 
while your skin is still 
slightly damp. While this 
isn’t technically a toner, it’s 
an impressive product that 
you can use as part of your 
routine and even throughout 
the day if your skin needs a 
refresh.
Moisturizer 
Here is where a lot of people 
have trouble. Finding the right 
moisturizer often involves a lot 
of trial and error, which is fair 
enough. I’ve bought countless 
moisturizers and abandoned them 
halfway through because I didn’t 
like the smell or the texture, or it was 
too light or too heavy. It’s especially 
tricky finding the balance between 
deep moisturization and not feeling 
super greasy.
Neutrogena’s Hydro Boost 
line offers a gel cream packed with 
hyaluronic acid that has been, by far, the 
best moisturizer I’ve found. A tub will 
set you back $20 and will last you quite 
a while, since a little goes a long way. An 
“extra-dry skin” option is offered, which 
is the one I use. It’s not greasy and absorbs 
really easily because it is water-based as 
opposed to oil-based, which is slow to absorb 
and can clog pores. It’s a good moisturizer for 
both morning and night. 
Chapped lips
Chapped lips are the absolute worst. Aquaphor, 
a healing ointment made by Eucerin, is a cheap 
and effective product to alleviate the discomfort 
and peeling that comes along with chapped lips. 
A tube costs $9 and is a nice size, easy to have on 
you when you might need it. The consistency is a 
bit like Vaseline, which is a little weird, but this stuff 
seriously works. I recommend putting a thick layer 
on your lips before bed and applying light layers 
throughout the day if necessary. 
As with anything to do with skincare, what 
works for you or me might not work for someone 
else. However, with a skincare routine this cheap, 
you can certainly be unafraid of trying it out!
Fighting 
the flake
 › Affordable products 
to combat dry skin
• Bonding with classmates despite the 
age gap
• The fall of ‘grassroots’ fashion
• Fan Expo Vancouver 2018
...and more!
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Cheryl Minns, Senior Columnist
Write your heart out with VancoWrimo
National Novel Writing Month returns this November with its annual challenge of writing 50,000 words in 30 days. The international online 
competition that began nearly 20 years ago has declared this year’s 
event theme as “NaNoWriMo Is…” The theme draws inspiration from 
participants’ experiences and the impact the non-profit organization 
has had on the writing community. One such impact was the creation of 
local writing group VancoWrimo, which began in the early 2000s.
“There was a feeling of a close community,” VancoWrimo member 
Dave Levine said to the Other Press in a phone interview. “People 
would join it like a tide coming in during November and then a lot of 
the people would wash away, but some people would stay. I was very 
happy to become one of those people who stayed in 2006.”
In 2012, Levine became a NaNoWriMo Municipal Liaison for the 
Vancouver region, a team leader who manages the region’s group and 
events both in person and online at NaNoWriMo.com.
The Vancouver region of NaNoWriMo will have four Municipal 
Liaisons this year: Douglas College graduates Dave Levine and Jenelle 
Davies, long-time participant Gloria Mellesmoen, and New Zealander 
Cas Wanden.
In November, Davies will be doing her third NaNoWriMo 
challenge and entering her second year as a Municipal Liaison. Since 
joining NaNoWriMo in 2016, Davies has worked on a single novel, 
writing the first half of the book in November 2016 and the second half 
in November 2017.
“This year I will be pulling it all together and hopefully at the end 
of November I will have a fully functional draft that I can work on and 
get edited,” Davies said to the Other Press in an online interview.
Wanden has competed in the NaNoWriMo competition since 
2010. In 2013, they published their 2012 novel in paperback and ebook 
on Amazon.
“Three days before I turned 20, I made sure I published my first 
book while I was a teenager,” they said to the Other Press in an online 
interview. “It’s now out of print, but I did it and people enjoyed it and 
it’s something I’m really proud of.”
Wanden has participated in NaNoWriMo in various locations, 
including Denmark in 2010; Wellington, New Zealand after that; and 
most recently Vancouver in 2016 and 2017.
“Vancouver is by far the most active region I’ve ever been in,” 
they said. “Denmark is geographically spread out, so I didn’t get to any 
Write-Ins because they were all far away from me. In Wellington, there 
were no Write-Ins because there wasn’t really a Municipal Liaison team. 
It feels a lot more like a community here in Vancouver.”
VancoWrimo strives to be an engaging community for Lower 
Mainland writers with its weekly Write-In events, launch and wrap 
parties, and online presence in the NaNoWriMo chatrooms, forums, 
and social media.
“We’re a really welcoming and supportive community,” Levine 
said.
“We also have things we do to encourage people to come to 
Write-Ins and get involved and be adventurous with their stories,” 
Wanden said, referring to the incentives that Municipal Liaisons offer 
participants who reach certain milestones, such as achieving specific 
word counts or attending Write-Ins in various cities. “We do a lot in 
terms of events, but also in terms of extra things to make the process 
fun.”
NaNoWriMo participant Cheryl Fowle has done the writing 
challenge since 2009 and seen firsthand how supportive and 
motivational the VancoWrimo community can be.
“There was one time I was falling behind in word count, but one of 
the Municipal Liaisons that year was determined to help me win for the 
first time at a community event,” she said to the Other Press in an online 
interview. “That night, I somehow managed to write 13,000 words and 
achieved what I thought was impossible: I won early surrounded by the 
community.”
Even though NaNoWriMo finishes on November 30, VancoWrimo 
continues hosting weekly Write-In events throughout the year to allow 
members the opportunity to continue working on the writing projects 
they began during NaNoWriMo.
“It’s a great community of people that meet to do editing, 
or writing, or planning for next year without the pressure of being 
a feedback group or a critique group,” said Davies, who attends 
the weekly Write-In held year-round at Waves Coffee House in New 
Westminster. “There’s a variety of different people, different levels of 
It keeps you motivated 
knowing every first draft 
feels like trash, but it’s 
about the work you put 
into it afterwards."
Jenelle Davies, VancoWriMo 
Municipal Liaison 
Local group helps writers succeed at NaNoWriMo
Write your heart out with VancoWrimo
education, different experiences with writing. Some are published, 
some aren’t published, some aren’t ever interested in publishing and 
it’s just something they do for fun.”
“It’s nowhere near as intense as November is, but it’s a good way 
to give yourself a couple hours each week to keep writing and keep 
going,” said Wanden, who hosts a year-round weekly Write-In at Waves 
Coffee House in Vancouver.
Local author Tanya Lisle has participated in NaNoWriMo since 
2005 and frequently attends the New Westminster weekly Write-
Ins. She’s turned several of her 50,000-word NaNoWriMo stories into 
published books, which she sells on her website, TanyaLisle.com, and 
at local conventions. Her books have also been added to the Vancouver 
Public Library catalogue.
“When I first found out my books were on library shelves, I couldn’t 
believe it. I had to go in person to see it for myself,” she said to the 
Other Press in an online interview. “The fact that one of my books is 
actually sitting on the shelf right by Holly Lisle’s books is just an honour. 
I dreamed of the day it would happen and it actually has.”
However, it isn’t an easy task for a writer to take a NaNoWriMo 
novel of 50,000 words written in a month and turn it into a manuscript 
worthy of publication, according to Lisle.
“My NaNoWriMo drafts tend to be a lot rougher than drafts I write 
the rest of the year,” she said. “If I’m using the month to write the first 
book in a new series, there’s typically a lot of structural problems and I 
won’t always find the voice of my characters until halfway through. It’s 
not uncommon for those drafts to require a complete rewrite before my 
editor gets his hands on it.”
Davies hopes to get her NaNoWriMo work published in the future 
and sees authors who turn NaNoWriMo projects into published books 
as an inspiration to keep working on her own novel.
“It keeps you motivated knowing every first draft feels like trash, 
but it’s about the work you put into it afterwards,” she said.
Initially, Davies had doubts about doing NaNoWriMo because she 
didn’t know anyone else who was participating. But she decided to try 
the competition when she discovered the VancoWrimo community in 
2016 at the group’s Kick0ff launch party.
“It was the Kickoff that got me excited and made the Write-Ins not 
so scary to attend as somebody who is really new to that world and not 
knowing anybody,” she said.
“The Kickoff is always a great way to connect with the network 
of VancoWrimo,” Wanden said. “Especially for people when it’s their 
first time doing NaNoWriMo in Vancouver or doing NaNoWriMo at all, 
you’re going into it with a network that you know.”
The first VancoWrimo event Wanden attended was a library Write-
In in 2016, which left a lasting impression on them during their first 
NaNoWriMo in Vancouver.
“It was the last VancoWrimo event that I went to with full use of 
both my legs because two hours later I dislocated my knee and did 
the whole month of NaNoWriMo on crutches,” they said. “Dragging 
myself around the city from event to event was amazingly fun. I couldn’t 
work while I was injured so I had nothing else to do but go to every 
single Write-In in Vancouver. I’ve kind of seen the full spectrum of what 
VancoWrimo has to offer.”
On October 28, VancoWrimo will be hosting its 2018 Kickoff 
launch party at Moose’s Down Under restaurant and bar in downtown 
Vancouver. Past launch parties have included games, prizes, and lots of 
lively discussions about participants’ upcoming projects.
“We’ll reveal some things at the Kickoff,” Levine said. “That’s one 
of the benefits of coming to the Kickoff: You get in on what’s going on.”
During November, VancoWrimo will offer weekly Write-In events 
across the Lower Mainland at libraries and coffee shops, as well as a 
Transit Write-In on the SkyTrain on November 17. For those who cannot 
attend Write-Ins in person, there is a virtual Write-In happening in the 
NaNoWriMo chatroom every Friday night in November, hosted by 
Wanden and featuring the other Municipal Liaisons Levine, Davies, and 
Mellesmoen.
To participate in the month-long challenge, go to NaNoWriMo.
com, sign up for a free account with an email address, and then enter 
the details of your project. Once November 1 hits, you can begin 
writing your novel and enter the number of words written into the word 
counter.
Good luck in reaching your goal this year!
It keeps you motivated 
knowing every first draft 
feels like trash, but it’s 
about the work you put 
into it afterwards."
Jenelle Davies, VancoWriMo 
Municipal Liaison 
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 

This week’s photo is by douglascollege
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An examination 
of modern street 
fashion: Part five
 › Consumerism and the fall of ‘grassroots’
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
In part one of this series I mentioned that the original “grassroots” definition 
of streetwear was outdated. In part 
four I hinted at why when I said it had 
become “overridden and confused.” This 
installment will cover the reasons. 
To put it in the most basic sense, 
it all has to do with consumerism. As 
the demand for trendy streetwear rose, 
this inflated the prices, but the fact the 
garments sold well initially is not what 
brought them to the high price tag they 
are at currently. Although I hate to admit 
it, the fashion industry is run on the theft 
of ideas—and nothing is easier to replicate 
than streetwear.
For consumer-friendly labels like 
H&M and Urban Outfitters, following 
trends is what they do. Usually they will 
see a popular item and replicate it to create 
their own, budget-friendly version. Now, I 
realize this type of marketing apparently 
relies on the idea that the prices of the 
original garments are high to begin with, 
which goes against what I said about the 
origin being grassroots, but that is not 
exactly the case.
Since many of these consumer-
friendly labels have in-house international 
distribution, they have no issue selling 
their versions of things worldwide at their 
own stores. However, that is not how it 
works for an original design. Smaller design 
labels rely on stores for their distribution. 
Depending on a multitude of factors 
(what country they hail from, the cost to 
make the garment, and/or import laws), 
the cost to sell the item could outweigh 
potential earnings. This can prevent 
stores from adding the original item to 
their inventories. This means that the 
secondary, replicated item will sell better 
internationally and thus earn higher 
visibility—which is the prime source of 
advertisement in our digital age. 
It isn’t only consumer-friendly labels 
either; the reverse can be just as effective 
when it comes to consumers. Since our 
modern streetwear is so heavily influenced 
by the brand-specific fashion of South 
Korea, a trendy item that boasts the 
insignia of a notoriously high-end label can 
also drive sales. This means that a tracksuit 
originally designed and produced by 
Champion can be replicated by Gucci and 
sold at a higher price since it is covered in 
the Gucci logo. This isn’t even taking actual 
counterfeits into consideration. 
Fashion capitals like New York City 
and South Korea have notorious counterfeit 
cultures. Whether it is because of stringent 
import laws or just because of cost, 
counterfeits are a world unto themselves. 
They can range from obvious knockoffs 
to products so true to the original that it 
becomes impossible to tell which is which. 
However, when it comes to counterfeits 
there seems to be only one rule: To make 
them as quickly and as cheaply as possible.
This then influences actual labels like 
Nike and Adidas, which began as more 
affordable brands, to continually improve 
their quality. They do this by seeking 
out better fabrics, better designs, better 
garment-specific technology, and more 
recognizable faces to sell their clothing. All 
of these factors combined leads to a higher 
cost production ratio, which is reflected in 
the price tag. 
So, the term “grassroots” isn’t really 
applicable when you have so many 
versions of the same design floating 
around. The fact that labels are now 
producing things at a high cost, in order 
to set themselves apart and increase their 
own visibility and quality, means that 
the price to the consumer must inflate. 
This, combined with the higher cost of 
living, makes current streetwear trends 
fairly unaffordable unless you have some 
serious disposable income—which defeats 
the original purpose of the streetwear 
movement.
issue 8// vol 45 life & style // no. 13
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
I have been attending Fan Expo Vancouver since its inception. As an avid convention 
fan, I take whatever chance I can get to 
attend these events. I work hard on a 
costume, plan meet-ups with friends—
some of whom are from out of town—and 
spend my hard-earned dollars to have 
a good time. When a local one rolls 
through Vancouver, I become extra excited 
because that means I can enjoy all of this 
without having to book hotels or travel. 
Unfortunately, the fact that Fan Expo 
Vancouver is physically set in our city is the 
only local thing about it.
Over the years I have noticed a definite 
shift in the quality of the con. When 
compared to Fan Expo Canada—Fan Expo 
Vancouver’s established older sibling 
that takes place in Toronto—there is a 
marked divide. I have also noticed that the 
convention itself denies local talent, which 
was very apparent this year. 
Normally I do a series of articles 
detailing the Fan Expo Vancouver guest list. 
I split it up into categories: actors, writers, 
artists, et cetera. This year, I decided to 
forgo highlighting the celebrity cosplayers 
because I grew tired of repeating myself. 
It’s not that the guests themselves are 
repetitive—well, beyond Evilyn13, who has 
been a “celebrity cosplay guest” for at least 
the past three years. The problem is that I 
have the same issues with their announced 
cosplayers ever single year. 
Issue one, they aren’t really known for 
cosplay. Last year seems to be the exception 
to this with names like Monika Lee, Riki 
“Riddle” Lecotey, and Leeanna Vamp, 
who are all very well-known cosplayers in 
terms of appearing on television shows 
like Heroes of Cosplay and Cosplay Melee. 
However, they usually tend to be fetish or 
lingerie models mainly who might do some 
cosplay stuff on the side—Evilyn13 falls into 
this category as well. Now, I don’t have any 
problem with women in that profession but 
call them what they are: They are models, 
not cosplay celebrity guests! 
Issue two, they aren’t local talent. We 
had some reprieve from this last year with 
Lecotey, who is Canadian, but otherwise 
the “celebrity cosplay guest” category is 
usually cast with Americans, generally 
from Los Angeles for some reason. 
As a Canadian attending a Canadian 
convention, constantly seeing this is a little 
disheartening, especially when the people 
they bring in as guests are often not well 
known. 
That brings me to my next point—why 
is Fan Expo Vancouver bringing in these 
models with smaller fanbases than some 
of our local Vancouver-based cosplayers, 
forcing local cosplay celebrities to pay for 
their own tickets and Artist Alley tables? 
Andi “Sinastri” Lott, a local Vancouverite, 
boasts an impressive over 76,000 followers 
on Instagram and has been a cosplay guest 
at events like the North American League 
Championship Series Finals for videogame 
League of Legends. On the other hand, 
2018 Fan Expo Vancouver celebrity cosplay 
guest Raychul Moore has around 57,000. 
This just seems like bad business to me—
to pay more to import people when you 
could support locally and get the same 
level of attention, if not more, for cheaper. 
However, if you’re worried about only 
having locals that are available all year 
round, Toronto and the East Coast also 
have a huge cosplay community that could 
be sourced from and it would probably go 
over far better to have fellow Canadians as 
guests.
This year, being as I had more free 
time, I was able to attend some panels. 
I found that the panels suffered from a 
similar affliction as the cosplay guests. The 
emcee responsible for hosting the panels 
and Q&A sessions, whose name isn’t even 
listed on any of schedule material or online, 
was an American who repeatedly referred 
to American release dates, holidays, and 
streaming services that are unavailable here 
in Canada. This happened so much that 
the audience was yelling out corrections 
to him. Even if Vancouver wasn’t such a 
large, media-based city—which is not the 
case—and it would be impossible to find 
someone local to host and hold interviews 
alongside these celebrities, not having at 
least a basic knowledge of even the country 
you are working in is unacceptable.
The weekend ended with the 
announcement that the next Fan Expo 
Vancouver will be held in March, a mere 
four months away. Here’s hoping that they 
can correct their mistakes with such short 
notice. Though I’ll be crossing my fingers, 
I doubt any improvement will be made. 
Which is why I’ll probably be forgoing any 
Fan Expo 2019 coverage, but the optimist in 
me wants to be pleasantly surprised. 
Karen Segal
Contributor
I suspect that I am more concerned with the age gap between my classmates and I 
than my classmates are. I realize, of course, 
that thinking about me doesn’t fill up a 
large part of their daily thoughts.
The Therapeutic Recreation program, 
from what I have seen so far, seems to 
attract really caring students. Having 
spoken to a few who are further along in 
their diplomas/degrees, this seems to be a 
hallmark of the program. I have definitely 
noticed an inclusive vibe. However, I am 
only taking two classes this this term so 
bonding opportunities are a bit few and far 
between for me.
All of that to say that I want to fit in!
Even at my mature student age, I want 
to belong. I kind of feel like the world’s 
smallest violin should be playing but bear 
with me. I have found one or two students 
in each class that I have gotten to know a 
bit. In one of the classes, I always sit beside 
the same person. It’s a small thing but wow, 
is it helpful—not only for learning, but also 
from a social perspective. 
A few weeks 
ago, some of us 
went for a walk 
around Lafarge 
Lake after a 
Wednesday class. 
I was a bit over 
the moon about 
it. I very nearly 
stopped to take a 
selfie of all of us 
and post it to my 
Facebook page 
but I held back, 
wary I might scare 
them off.
There are 
age-related differences of course. There is 
often a lot of exuberance, even early in the 
morning. Groups are naturally forming 
and I note a lot of “I love you!” on our TR 
2018 Facebook page. I think back to my 
early 20s  and I realize that had there been 
Facebook back then, I would have also 
most likely been expressing the same kinds 
of sentiments. 
In my final year of my bachelor’s at 
Simon Fraser University, I made a great 
group of friends, some of whom I am still 
close to 30 years later. I hope this for my 
young cohorts as well and it seems like they 
are definitely on track for some lifelong 
friendships.
There are naturally differences in 
terms of interests and knowledge of recent 
history. In one of my classes the instructor 
is my age-ish. When she references an 
event in the ancient times of the early ’90s, 
students look puzzled. I simply nod and 
know what she is referring to. 
So, to wrap up, the overall kindness 
and openness of many of my fellow 
students goes a long way in helping me 
to find a place in this program and in 
college again. I think finding my group 
may be easier once I am taking more than 
two classes and once I am officially in the 
program. 
Finally, this has also been a good place 
to challenge my own self-admitted youth-
phobia. When I see a student roaming the 
halls who looks to be around my age, I am 
tempted to run after them. I haven’t yet 
because, let’s face it, that would be creepy.
Fan Expo Vancouver 2018
 › A local perspective
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Of a certain 
age: Friends
 › Bonding with classmates 
despite the age gap
OpiniOns
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• Consolidation situation
• Stop documenting your child’s life on 
social media
• Rants in your pants
• ...and more!
Consolidation situation
 › Gift card consolidation deserves some exploring
Naomi Ambrose
Staff Writer
For some of us, every week is gift card receival week. One week, 
we might get a $20 card from our 
colleagues. On week two, we might 
have received a $25 one as a token 
of appreciation for our volunteer 
work. Before you know it, you have a 
treasure chest full of them. 
To save yourself the hassle of 
carrying a 20-pound purse full of 
gift certificates, you approach the 
barista, the cashier, or the server to 
ask whether you can transfer the 
credit from one card onto another. 
You have high hopes, but then you 
get this unexpected response: “Sorry, 
we don’t do that anymore. We don’t 
want to commit fraud.” I’m sure we 
have witnessed this scenario or heard 
this response at some point at a 
retail outlet. I recently observed this 
situation and then began to wonder.
Is it fraud if a customer is just 
trying to reduce the number of gift 
cards in his or her wallet? Who 
wants to walk around with dozens 
of cards from the same retailer? 
The point to take away in this 
consolidation situation is that the 
supposed fraudulent nature of gift 
card consolidation is questionable—
if the customer’s sole intention is 
to decrease the weight of his or her 
purse, wallet, or handbag. 
Maybe retailers can look at the 
act of gift certificate consolidation 
as an unconventional way to recycle. 
Although I’ve never seen the creation 
of a gift card, in this age of advanced 
technology I’m sure it’s possible to 
recreate, reactivate, reset, or reload 
one that previously had some credit. 
This reuse of previously activated gift 
certificates could eventually help to 
reduce the number of plastic items 
that fill up our landfills.
On the other hand, maybe 
some retailers are not concerned 
about the environment. Maybe the 
retailers are only concerned about 
generating profit. Consumed by 
their quest for profit maximization, 
some retailers may be quick to cry 
fraud—if a customer’s request 
may result in a loss of credit. 
If a customer wants to transfer 
his card balances onto one gift 
card, this request would mean 
that some would be left empty, 
without credit or balance. 
However, retailers 
shouldn’t despair because the 
buying and receiving of gift 
cards won’t decrease, according to 
marketing scholar Dan Horne. In an 
article from the Journal of Consumer 
Marketing, Horne wrote, “Consumer 
interest in giving and receiving gift 
cards continue to grow.”
Horne states that many more 
cards will be used and sold. Retailers 
kindly take note: No worries if a few 
customers request to transfer their 
card balance onto one card, because 
your profit pot of gold still awaits you.
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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
I really loved Fright Nights at Playland the two times that I went. I loved the 
spooky atmosphere, the thrill of going on 
some of my favourite rides at night, and the 
genuinely entertaining and well-designed 
haunted houses. I loved it all… except one 
distinctly uncomfortable corner of the 
park, and the one house I refused to 
step inside: The “Asylum”. 
It’s your classic “terrifying 
mental hospital” fare—cackling 
doctors, nurses wielding comically 
large needles, patients screaming 
and thrashing about in straitjackets. 
Spooky, right?
The concept of the asylum seems 
like a staple of the campy Halloween 
atmosphere. Many horror movies have an 
element of the asylum baked in, and plenty 
of Halloween stores sell madhouse-themed 
props and costumes (seriously, Party 
City has a whole section of their website 
dedicated to it). For most people, I’m sure, 
it’s a harmless good time. Some might even 
shake their heads in a removed kind of 
sympathy; “Man, it sure used to suck for 
crazy people back in the day, huh? Glad it’s 
not like this anymore.”
I can see about a million problems 
with all this, but I’ll try to boil it down to 
two main ones: Making already vulnerable 
people out to be monsters is never a good 
idea and exploiting the real-life problems 
of abuse in mental health care facilities for 
fun and profit is gross.
You might not think that turning 
mental illness into campy horror fun has 
any real-world impact. After all, you might 
argue, tons of violent killers are like this, 
so the horror is just reflecting real life! 
The problem here is that it’s contributing 
to a stereotype that is factually untrue. 
According to several statistics, not only are 
people with mental health problems just 
as unlikely to commit violent crimes as 
neurotypical people, but we’re over 10 times 
more likely to be victims of violent crime 
ourselves. 
I say “we” and “our” because I live with 
mental illness, and I can tell you that this 
dehumanization has a personal impact 
on me. When I avoided the “Asylum” part 
of the Fright Nights experience, it wasn’t 
because I thought it was morally wrong 
at the time—it’s because it was personally 
painful to see parts of my experience being 
portrayed as campy horror. It kept me 
from talking about the more alienating 
aspects of my mental illness for a long time 
because I was so afraid of being seen as a 
monster. 
Even when mentally ill people are 
portrayed as the tragic victims of 
evil doctors for horror purposes, I 
get uncomfortable because abuse in 
the mental health care community 
is a genuine problem. As a queer 
person, I’ve experienced my own 
fair share of “horror” from mental 
health care professionals, including 
one psychologist who implied that 
he could “fix” my sexuality with his 
treatment program. There are still plenty 
of places which see anything other than 
heterosexuality as a sign of insanity, and 
shock therapy is still encouraged as a 
cure—forgive me if I don’t laugh in spooky 
delight when I see this used as a jump scare 
in a haunted house. 
If you do go to Fright Night this 
year, I know I can’t make you boycott the 
Asylum attraction. I only ask that you try 
to imagine if those actors in straitjackets 
were all trying to look and sound like 
you. Would it still be fun? Or would it be 
terrifying for an entirely different reason?
People with mental illnesses 
aren’t Halloween monsters
 › Why we need to ditch the straitjacket costumes and ‘asylum’-themed haunted houses
It’s contributing to 
a stereotype that is 
factually untrue.
Is it fraud if a customer 
is just trying to reduce 
the number of gift cards 
in his or her purse?
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Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
People making posts of their everyday life is so normalized, there is often little 
thought put into whether the things people 
post are appropriate. In my experience, 
when scrolling through any social media 
platform, you won’t be hard-pressed to find 
posts that make you think, “Did you really 
have to share this moment of your life with 
the whole world?” 
Couples sharing intimate, kissy 
moments together, elderly or sick relatives 
in the hospital—while all obviously weirdly 
private things to post on the internet—do 
not perplex me as much as the trend of 
parents sharing photos of their children 
online. This phenomenon is called 
“sharenting,” but although it’s got a cute 
name, it’s not safe and it’s unfair to the kids 
who can’t say or do anything about it. 
It’s a troubling statistic that 81 percent 
of children under the age of two have some 
sort of digital profile or photos posted 
online, as reported in a 2010 survey by AVG. 
Taking into account the fact that this data 
was collected eight years ago, I think it’s 
safe to assume that that number could be 
much higher now. 
Even more concerning is that in a 
National Health Poll on Children’s Health 
by C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital, 56 
percent of parents have posted something 
embarrassing about their children, 51 
percent gave information regarding their 
whereabouts, and 27 percent have shared 
inappropriate photos. Considering the 
permanence of sharing pictures of children 
online and how you never know who can 
view them, I wish some parents would put 
in more thought into what they post on the 
Internet.
Putting the safety risks aside, it also 
must be extremely embarrassing for people 
when they grow up to find out their entire 
lives have been documented for everyone 
to see. It may be fun for the parents—I can 
understand the excitement of having a 
baby and wanting to show it off. However, 
your kid doesn’t have any personal say 
in the things you’re posting and, if they 
understood, probably wouldn’t want you 
sharing this information. 
Some parents assume that it’s just 
friends and family who can see these 
photos, but once you post something on 
the internet, it’s there forever. There are 
also a lot of creeps out there who could 
be looking at these photos, so be vigilant 
about what you’re posting on social 
media—or at least update your profile 
security.
 › Don’t violate your kid’s privacy ‘for the ’gram’
Parents, stop documenting your 
child’s life on social media
Janis McMath
Senior Columnist
I recently made the mistake of ordering a women’s T-shirt instead of a men’s. It was 
a disaster. I haven’t worn a women’s T-shirt 
since middle school because they always 
have an extremely uncomfortable “semi-
fitted” shape to them which is made to 
sexualize women’s mammary glands (and 
sometimes even hips—I’m talking to you, 
tops that flare out at the bottom.) 
Regular men’s tops have a vague 
sizing that is made for all types of torsos, 
whereas “women’s T-shirts” have very 
specific sizing that is semi-fitted to both 
the breasts and the stomach separately.
Women’s semi-fitted shirts limit 
the range of people that can fit in them 
comfortably because they restrict 
how large a person’s breasts can be in 
each of the sizes (a small one will only 
compensate up to a C cup, for example). 
This leads to anyone with a larger bust 
than their stomach to have to settle 
looking like either a) a sex worker in a top 
that is too small, or b) a baby in a large 
T-shirt dress.
There’s no reason that women’s 
shirts should make more space for the 
bust—some large men have breasts too, 
but I don’t see any “semi-fitted” XXL 
men’s tops anywhere. The real difference 
between men’s and women’s shirts is more 
like regular versus sexy, and who wants 
a sexy version of a T-shirt? I’m wearing 
one because I want to lay in my own filth 
comfortably, not because I’m looking to 
be sexy. Give me the liberty of regular 
formless men’s shirts or give me death!
Rants in your pants
 › I would like to personally fight 
whoever created ‘women’s T-shirts’
CJ Sommerfeld
Columnist
Everybody has that nice friend, that one who would not give you a piece 
of their mind if their life depended on it.
   Now, you may even be thinking, 
“Heck! I’m that nice friend!”—too nice to 
vocalize your opinion when the content 
is taboo or may upset someone. All you 
want to do is keep the peace, but really 
this pacifistic mentality is doing harm. 
While I think that avoiding awkward 
scenarios may be an inherent tendency 
in people, I also think that it is vital to 
consider how to comfortably navigate 
uncomfortable situations. 
Avoiding confrontation and 
conforming to what you think your 
friends want to hear when they ask 
you for advice may be easiest in that 
moment. However, you likely did 
nothing more than reiterate what they 
have already heard before or just gave 
them the answer they were hoping for. 
This means that you gave them no new 
perspective or advice from your angle—
which is probably why they came to you 
in the first place! 
You want to know what is great 
about a friend who always tells you the 
cold, hard truth instead of just what you 
want to hear? You know that you can 
always trust what they say. That means 
in all situations these are the friends who 
are going to tell you the truth. If they 
hate your new denim—they will tell you! 
If they think that you were acting like a 
jerk—they will tell you! If they’re able 
to inform you that they think that your 
baking tastes like modeling clay, you’ll 
know they are the friend who is not 
afraid of hurting your feelings because 
you already have heard hard truths from 
them before. 
The same is to be said about 
nonverbal communication. While many 
times your nonverbal communication 
will be in line with what you say out 
loud, this isn’t always the case. You 
want to be able to trust those smiles and 
nods of approval from your friends to be 
genuine, just as you want to trust their 
verbal words to be. 
In Western culture, I think society 
has bred us to avoid saying anything 
that could potentially offend someone. 
However, I think that this social norm 
of sugar-coating is more harmful than 
possibly offending someone because 
you do not like their denim, demeanor, 
or that their baking tastes like modeling 
clay! 
What gets your goat:
The nice friend
 › Just give me a piece of your mind already!
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Humour
Have an idea for a story?
 humour@theotherpress.ca
Horror-scopes for the week 
of October 22 to 28
 › Your impending (mis)fortunes
• Weekly horror-scopes
• Does anybody have a piece of gum? 
• Dating has never been so festive and 
frantic
...and more!
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor 
Ah, winter. Where I trade my regular 
depression for the much more festive 
seasonal depression, my thick denim 
shorts for my thick denim jeans, and I am 
contractually obligated to make mulled 
wine every 40 minutes. As every facet of 
social media is currently shoving down 
my throat, we are in the throes of “cuffing 
season.” This is a national phenomenon 
where even the hardest “I’m not looking 
for anything serious” people crave the 
physical and emotional connection of a 
stifling and ultimately toxic codependent 
relationship. Even me, who has sworn 
off committed relationships for the next 
50 to 70 years, just held a mannequin’s 
hand to try and feel something again. 
Here I examine the pros for lowering your 
standards and opening yourself to the 
concept of “love” until March, where one 
of you will inevitably move to Montreal for 
six months under the guise of “working on 
your art.” 
Saving on your hydro bill 
I sleep next to my space heater, which 
is not only expensive but also a fire 
hazard that really makes me feel alive. 
Unfortunately, I often wake up to the smell 
of burning hair and have a permanent 
grill pattern on my stomach from where 
I’ve gotten too close. I recommend taking 
a digital temperature gun to each of your 
dates to see how high their body heat is. 
Your other option, of course, is dating a 
werewolf from Twilight. 
The quintessential “autumn” photo
According to my Instagram, Facebook, 
and Twitter, every couple I know has 
been squatting in a pumpkin patch since 
September 29. Friends of friends got 
married in a pumpkin patch, rubber boots 
and all. Unfortunately, in the province of 
BC it is illegal to visit a pumpkin patch 
without a romantic partner. DNA samples 
must be provided before entering any corn 
mazes. Ditto farmers markets.
Halloween costumes 
It’s pretty sad seeing a Shaggy without a 
Scooby, or a Daria without a Jane. God 
forbid you’re dressed as Kim Kardashian 
at a house party, stumbling around from 
room to room with three wine coolers 
humming “Love Lockdown” sadly under 
your breath. That’s why my ideal couple 
costume is CatDog. We’re attached at the 
butt, we can never separate, so my partner 
can never leave me. Ever.
Family gatherings 
Nothing sets the mood for a cheerful 
family dinner more than your elderly, 
wizened grandmother asking you where 
your significant other is. Ha ha, you say. 
How are you still alive? While each of 
your cousins gaze into their boyfriends’ 
eyes and gushes about how thankful they 
are that the miracles of love and general 
proximity have brought them together to 
enjoy this beautiful mystery called life, 
I recommend downing their glasses of 
wine. You know what they say—love is 
blind, with no peripheral vision! 
Umbrellas 
Be honest with me—have you ever bought 
an umbrella from a store? Absolutely not. 
Like going to the dentist or watching 
Breaking Bad, buying an umbrella is just 
something that I’ll never, ever do. You 
should always look for a partner who 
is open, understanding, and generous 
with their time and affection. But most 
of all, you should look for someone with 
at least three umbrellas. And none of 
that “backpack-sized” bullshit. I want a 
wooden U-shaped handle or a see-through 
bubble one. After all, I’m worth it. 
Yes, I am accepting applications 
for someone who wants to cradle me 
like a baby as I tell them about all of my 
childhood trauma (only for the months 
of November to March as after that I am 
heading to Montreal to work on my art). 
Please forward all applications along with 
an 8x10 glossy and a lock of your hair to 
the Other Press offices. 
’Tis the season: It’s time to settle 
 › Dating has never been so festive and frantic
ARIES 
(March 21 – April 20)
Ha ha, isn’t it weird that 
your reflection in the mirror 
looks just a little off? It’s 
probably just a trick of the light. So weird. 
Definitely keep looking just to be sure. 
TAURUS
(April 21 – May 21)
Did you hear footsteps 
follow your down that 
empty corridor? I didn’t 
either. Don’t turn around though.
GEMINI
(May 22 – June 22)
Sometimes when you turn 
your phone screen off, I 
feel like I see a shape in the 
reflection. Does it look like a tall man in a 
trench coat and hat? It’s probably nothing. 
CANCER
(June 22 – July 23)
Did you just drop your 
phone down the crack 
between your bed and 
the wall? Just reach your hand down into 
the crevice and grab it. It’s right there. 
LEO
(July 24 – Aug 23)
Is your front right tooth 
loose? Try and wiggle 
it with your tongue. 
While you’re at it, what about your last 
molar on the left? Or your right canine? 
They all feel a little wiggly to me. 
VIRGO
(Aug 24 – Sept 23)
Someone’s knocking at 
your front door. Were you 
expecting anyone? It’s 
pretty late at night and you’re alone. It 
would be rude to not answer though, right? 
LIBRA
(Sept 24 – Oct 23)
That big black crow is 
just sitting there and 
looking at you. Do you 
think it wants to tell you something? 
I’ve never seen one that big, have you? 
SCORPIO
(Oct 24 – Nov 22)
That black car following 
you looks just like the one 
you kept seeing yesterday. 
It’s a pretty standard model, though. It’s 
probably a completely different one.
SAGITTARIUS
(Nov 23 – Dec 21)
Did you just hear that? 
Was that a human 
scream? No, it had 
to be a cat or something. Right?
CAPRICORN
(Dec 22 – Jan 20)
Walking past the graveyard 
at night is the quickest 
way to get home. It’s 
okay, you can walk a little faster than 
normal. Maybe faster than that. 
AQUARIUS
(Jan 21 – Feb 19)That 
spot on your left hand is 
new. I’ve definitely never 
seen it before. It’s not 
raised, is it? It’s probably nothing, but you 
should get it checked out. Just in case. 
PISCES
(Feb 20 – Mar 20)
I just heard your name 
mentioned by that 
group sitting in the 
corner. Listen—they just said it again! 
Now they’re looking over here. What 
do you think they’re talking about? 
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor 
It’s the spookiest season, readers! I’ve looked to the stars to tell you what you 
should be scared of this week. Here are 
your horror-scopes!
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Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor 
The popular television show Riverdale announced last Sunday that it was 
dropping all existing storylines to focus on 
the teen characters making out.
Since the show’s debut in 2017, both 
writers and viewers alike have been trying 
to suss out which direction the young 
adult drama is heading in. 
“Romance? Mystery? Horror? We 
really have no idea at this point,” new 
executive producer Greta Rüm told 
reporters at a press release. “We just know 
how to make two actors kiss.”
Fans of the show have been treated 
to weekly installments of some character 
getting it on with another. Rüm explained 
the process: “We put all of their names 
into a hat and draw them in pairs. Then 
we just hope for the best.” 
Much like the original Archie 
Andrews from the quintessential 
American comic books, Riverdale’s Archie 
really gets down and dirty in the idyllic 
town of Riverdale, US. Archie’s current 
paramour is none other than the spoiled 
sweetheart Veronica Lodge, heiress to 
the Lodge Industries fortune. Viewers 
got to see their budding romance bloom, 
culminating in at least one drawn-out 
horizontal kissing scene every episode. 
“We already had them macking on 
each other for an estimated 12 minutes a 
show,” Rüm said. “We thought, why not 
just draw that out for 20 more?”
Many storylines have been explored 
over the show’s two seasons. The town 
of Riverdale is currently divided by gang 
wars and land disputes, punctuated by a 
recurring serial killer and what appears 
to be either supernatural elements or one 
very long fever dream. “But that’s all in the 
past,” says Rüm. “We’re scrapping all the 
of the current arcs and weird loose ends 
to really focus on these kids sucking face. 
Just really getting up in there.” 
Under this new model, the show 
plans to continue its faithful portrayal 
of Jughead Jones, Archie’s closest friend 
and self-proclaimed “woman hater.” 
Jughead, an iconic character known best 
for his passion for food and recently 
revealed in the comics to be canonically 
asexual, is often shown making out with 
and grinding with his girlfriend Betty 
Cooper for as long as each 42 to 46-minute 
episode will allow.
“Yeah, so we’re thinking that, but 
like… more of it,” said Rüm. 
Longtime viewers of the show were 
accepting of the show’s weirdly drawn-out 
expressions of sexuality. Superfan and 
teenager Jonathan Gates told the Other 
Press: “I love that the actors are clearly 
young adults playing 16-year-olds. It gives 
me healthy expectations about how I 
should look and act at my age.” 
Gates mentioned that he has 
never kissed a girl but hopes to before 
graduation.  
When questioned if the replacement 
of PG-13 teenage grappling in lieu of any 
and all plots was the best move for the 
show, Rüm stood by her decision. 
“We’ve really mucked it up in the 
past. What about the whole secret agent 
thing from season two that lasted for 
seven whole episodes and went nowhere? 
Or how about giving Cheryl Blossom a 
bow and arrow? No, this is a much better 
move for us. For God’s sakes, we named 
a drug Jingle Jangle and people kept 
watching. I think they’re gonna stick 
around for this.”
‘Riverdale’ to focus solely on kissing
 › ‘Screw the plot, I wanna see these kids French,’ says fan
Citizens celebrate marijuana 
legalization by getting crazy high 
 › Does anybody have a piece of gum? 
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor 
On Wednesday, October 17, Canada 
became the second country in the world 
to legalize recreational marijuana. 
Thousands lined up across Canada to buy 
weed with soothing names like “AK-47” 
and “Snoop Dogg’s Balls.” The Other Press 
took to the streets to see how citizens felt 
about the historic day.  
Some were enthusiastic about 
legalization. Scott Parker, 26, was happy 
to see the legislative change. “I had just 
gotten a bunch of incense for Christmas. I 
was like, ‘There’s no way I’m gonna use all 
of this incense.’ But now I have a reason 
to!” 
Parker also said he finds marijuana to 
be a blessing. 
“Sometimes I’ll run into friends 
that I don’t have much in common with 
anymore, but still feel like we have to 
hang out because of our shared history. 
Weed is great because it’s something we 
can do, then stare at our phones for 40 
minutes until one of us just gets up and 
leaves. It’s a great way to not have to talk to 
someone while still maintaining a sliver of 
connection.”
Others like Stephanie Loscerbo, 57, 
weren’t so happy with the news. 
“I’ve never smoked the grass before 
and I’m not about to,” she said. “Despite 
this, I’m going to vilify it as much as I 
possibly can. These kids shouldn’t be out 
there, getting high on reefer and talking 
about how much better Planet Earth 
looks when they’re stoned. Planet Earth 
is just fine how it is. They should act like 
responsible adults and have two double 
rum and cokes and an Ativan before bed 
like me.” 
To celebrate legalization, citizens 
were convening in alleys, public parks, 
and 1999 Honda Accords to ingest the 
previously illegal substance. Daniella 
Cheng, 23, was with six of her friends 
behind a corner store.
“Weed is great,” Cheng said. “Hey, 
have you guys noticed that the clothes in 
Forever 21 really suck now? I went in there 
the other day and I didn’t like anything in 
there. Like, pretty much nothing in the 
whole store appealed to me except for like 
two crop tops. Oh my God, am I not their 
target demographic anymore? I thought 
I was supposed to be 21 forever! Oh my 
God, am I old? Am I turning into my 
mother?” 
Many business owners took the news 
in stride, such as Richard Burnside, the 
owner of Silkscreenz (located on West 
Broadway). In his 22 years of running the 
shop, Burnside was adamant that sales 
had never been better. 
“I’m all out of every Bob Marley 
silkscreen I have,” Burns said excitedly. 
“Pretty low on Stewie Griffin in a rasta hat 
too. I put in an order for ‘Trippy Rainbow 
Forest #14’ last week, so that should be in 
any day now. I just can’t keep them on the 
shelves!” 
Other businesses were certainly 
feeling the heat. When stopping at 
Chipotle for a quick bite, the Other Press 
spoke to employee Jeff Richardson. 
“You guys have to get me out of here,” 
Richardson said. “I’m stoned out of my 
gourd right now. Have you ever tried 
making a burrito while high? The corners 
just won’t fold together!”
When Richardson was reminded that 
tortillas were circular in shape and in fact 
had no corners, Richardson had to take a 
minute and sit down. 
This reporter would like to note 
here that she had definitely not ingested 
any legal substances while taking these 
interviews. Unless, of course, you think 
smoking weed is cool, in which case she 
definitely did. Hey, does anyone else’s 
mouth feel super dry and weird? 
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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
I know it’s been too long 
since last I saw you
I know the texts you sent me
have stacked up, aged, 
far too late to harvest
I know you understand the way
the days can slip into weeks
into months
into seasons and I know
we both promised we’d do better
and I’m the one who broke it
first
I know you’re somewhere new now
and your adventures are worlds 
away from where we grew up
and God, I’m glad at least
one of us got out
(they say the good get out)
I know that there’s a scientific consistency 
to moonlight
but no one can tell me 
that the moon doesn’t shine 
brighter on the places 
where you are
I know the way you refract light
defies science altogether
so we’re all a little brighter 
in your presence
and I know you won’t believe me
when I tell you all of this
(if I tell you all of this)
I miss you;
you’re missing from me,
I’m missing from you
I hope you know I count the days
until we can walk in the moonlight
together, 
again  
 › Poem › Poem
Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
Sorry I can’t come tonight—stuff came up unexpectedly
I’m sure you understand, my dear; I promise next time I’ll be free.
Sorry I won’t make it out—I think I’m feeling slightly ill
But please have fun without me, friends; I’ll come next week, you know I will.
Whoops, I’ve already got plans—regrettably, I must refuse
(except I canceled on those too; I gave them this exact excuse).
Hello, wait, was that thing today? I thought you said November third!
I’ll guess I’ll have to pass this time. The next one, though, you have my word.
Wish I could come, but chores await, prep work to do, emails to send
Mondays to Fridays just aren’t great (but really, neither is the weekend).
Apologies, I’m far too tired. It’s been a busy, stressful day.
I’m just not in the mood right now. I promise, really, I’m okay.
I’m sorry I don’t feel like it. But thank you for the invitation.
        I wish I could just tell you. You deserve a better explanation.
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ComiCs & Puzzles
Weekly crossword
Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
ACROSS
1. Podium
5. Flop
8. Pale
12. Hopeless, time-wasting hunt 
(3 wds.)
15. Carapace
16. Astonish
17. Long-tailed rodent
18. Lower limb
19. Merit
21. Machine mind (abbr.)
22. Frozen H20 
25. Biblical son of Seth
27. It’s 5 percent in Canada
28. Breakfast fare
30. Record that’s shorter than a 
full album
31. Green prefix
33. Surpass
35. Symbol often written in 
superscript after a product name
36. Envisioning
39. Troubles
41. Army rank above cpl.
42. Jogged
43. Miracle-__
45. Existed
47. Prefix meaning “somewhat”
49. Hardy
52. CD-GH connector
53. Wandering samurai
55. Org. for Lions and Tiger-Cats
56. PhD’s title (abbr.)
57. Vacuous,  as eyes
59. __ Lanka
61. Mineral deposit
63. Workout locale
64. Abbr. meaning “that is”
65. IX
67. Amaze
68. Flower holder
70. Scottish or Irish surname 
prefix
71. Hoops
73. “Don’t rush into things!” (3 
wds.)
77. Vetoed
78. Regret
79. Cold War superpower
DOWN
1. San __, California
2. Entire
3. Not active
4. Atomic No. 106
5. British historical show __ 
Abbey
6. Purpose
7. “Of” en français
8. Exclamation of triumphant 
discovery
9. French composer Erik
10. Secondary education (abbr.)
11. Archaic “you”
12. “It’ll never happen!” (3 wds.)
13. Rowing needs
14. Raised a false alarm
15. Dozes
20. Ancient Greek gathering 
place
21. Play a part
23. Pouring heavily: Raining __ 
(3 wds.)
24. Shady tree
26. Collection
29. Australian animal, briefly
32. What killed the cat?
34. Style of sheepskin boots from 
Down Under
37. Degenerative disease from 
repeated head trauma (abbr.)
38. Crucifix inscription
40. Female sheep
44. Castor bean toxin
46. Scatters about
48. Married woman’s title
50. Trap
51. Under the weather
52. Omelette ingredient
54. Science Guy Bill
58. More than enough
60. Prosperous
62. Possessor
66. Slips up
69. Not even
70. When doubled, a loose 
Hawaiian garment
72. Orbiting research centre 
(abbr.)
73. Laugh syllable
74. Strong as an __
75. Alternative conjunction
76.  75-down en français
Weekly crossword: Animal idioms!
By Caroline Ho, Arts Editor
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14
15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29
30 31 32 33 34 35
36 37 38 39 40
41 42 43 44 45 46
47 48 49 50 51
52 53 54 55 56
57 58 59 60 61 62
63 64 65 66 67
68 69 70 71 72
73 74 75 76
77 78 79
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